Can Reed-Sternberg cells of classic Hodgkin's disease be considered B-cells?
During the last twenty years, the issue of the nature of Reed-Sternberg (RS) cells of Hodgkin's disease (HD) has been addressed by multiple methodological approaches. In recent times, a major insight into HD has been obtained through molecular studies of isolated cells which have proven the clonal nature of HD. In parallel to molecular investigations some novel biologic markers specifically associated with the different stages of mature B-cells have helped to define the cellular origin of HD. This review deals with histological features of HD and summarizes recent results from molecular and immunohistochemical studies focusing on the origin and the stage of differentiation of RS cells.